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young people with special educational needs and/or disabilities
to reach their full potential”
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Alyson Hampshire - Access Fund Panel Chair:
“The Access Fund work, which we undertake, is very close to our hearts and means
a great deal to us. It is truly inspiring to see children and young people with the
challenges of special educational needs and/or disabilities blossom over time and
to see the positive effect the Access Fund can have on them and their families.”

What is The Access Fund?
The Access Fund is:
Funded through Newcastle City Council’s Children’s Social
Care to promote wider access to short breaks for disabled
children and young people throughout the city.
Giving disabled children the opportunity to take part in
mainstream activities in their local communities alongside
their non disabled peers.
Helping to identify and breach any barriers to participation for
disabled children within their local communities.
Increases inclusion opportunities for disabled children and
young people locally.
The total amount of funding available to be distributed was £51.240 over the
twelve month period April 1st 2018 - March 31st 2019 with a maximum amount
of £500 per application.

Criteria for all Applicants
The Access Fund was open to any child or young person living in Newcastle aged
from birth up to 18 years with one of the following……...
* In receipt of the middle or higher rate of Disability Living Allowance (DLA) or
Personal Independence Payment (PIP)
* Subject to a Statement of Special Educational Needs: Education, Health
and Care Plan (EHCP).

“Thank you, Brandon has
thoroughly enjoyed and improved
his swimming massively.”

Access Fund Panel
The Access Fund Panel is now in its 8th year of facilitation by Nunsmoor Centre Trust Board,
who were appointed by Newcastle City Council to facilitate the administration and delivery of
the Access Fund grants. Mr. Brian Graham (NCT Board member,) undertakes the role of
Grants’ Officer. The grant panel is made up of a number of members who have a wealth of
experience in supporting children and young people with special educational needs. They
bring their expertise to the fore when considering the large number of grant applications. The
specific objectives of the panel this year were:
•

To deliver an intensive awareness raising campaign of The Access Fund.

•

To encourage and support the application process by families / organisations wishing to
apply for a grant

•

To recruit and coordinate the panel (a multi-agency approach,) to assess and score
each individual application

•

To distribute the funding

•

To follow up the grants with appropriate monitoring to ensure the fund is used
appropriately

•

The organisation, advertisement and delivery of a networking celebration event to bring
all successful applicants together to share information and raise awareness

•

To aid in the evaluation of the funding and process through the production of a
comprehensive report of the programme.

This year the number of panel members now stands at 13. Those members undertaking the
role as part of their workload are then able to rotate their presence at meetings. We have also
3 parent representative on the panel.
This year we have had a particular drive towards children and young people accessing
activities within their own local community and, where suitable, encouraging that these
activities be inclusive.
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The Access Fund
Enabling children and young
people with special
educational needs and/or
disabilities to
“Follow their own rainbow!”
and in so doing, reach their
full potential.

Grant Recipients
There were 181 successful grant applications for individual children - 131 males
and 50 females, along with a further 5 successful applications from organisations:
Hat Trick, Useful Vision, Dynamix Extreme, Nunsmoor Centre Trust (for Sports
Connect project delivery,) and Get Connected.
Figures in the charts include
all individual grant recipients
but not those individuals
helped through the group
applications.
The charts show the breakdown of recipients by age,
ethnicity and postcode.
A further 259 children and
young people with special
educational needs and/or
disabilities were helped
through the group
applications.
As always the panel were
unable to award a grant to
every applicant, reasons for
not awarding a grant
included: a child or young
person not meeting eligibility
criteria or an application not
being within the remit of the
panel / Access Fund.
Grant recipients are required
to read and sign a
declaration to confirm that
they will use the grant for
the purposes outlined in
their application.

In total, 440 children and young people from a wide range of ethnic
backgrounds and areas within the City were beneficiaries of the
Access Fund, during this financial year.

Some of the activities funded include:
Swimming * Horse Riding * N.U.F.C. Season Ticket * Golf
Basket Ball * Dance * Wall Climbing * Kick Boxing
Gym Membership * Soft Play * Boxing Training * Surfing
Piano Lessons * Football Coaching * Quad Biking
Photography * Cheerleading * Drama * Martial Arts

Trampolining * Drumming * Music Technology Lessons / Sessions
Karate * Taekwondo * Ice Skating * Driving Lessons * Falconry
Guitar Lessons * Go Karting * Rock Climbing
Fun Shack * Performing Arts Sessions
and annual passes for:
White House Farm * Kirkley Hall * Centre for Life
National Trust * Alnwick Castle * Beamish

Group / Organisation Applications
In total 5 grants were given to organisations. The funding given to organisations
was given to either:
1)

enable them to provide young people or children with special educational
needs and/or disabilities to access the activities which they provide or;

2)

alternatively if they are a group who work with children or young people
with a disability the funding would enable the organisation to access
additional activities / outings / opportunities for the children or young
people with whom they work.

For example: Useful Vision took 25 children who were visually impaired, and
their families to a local pantomime. The event gave an opportunity for visually
impaired children to experience the magic of a Christmas pantomime - the
children loved the music, and the children could interact with the cast and
socialise with other children. It helped improve social skills and ease anxiety of
large groups. It increased confidence and reduced isolation. To build on these
skills the organisation have started a youth club and will be running a summer
drama group for those who are interested in being on the other side of the
stage.

Feedback & Monitoring
We have continued to use a simple and easy to use type of monitoring form during this
financial year. This has been the chosen approach given the wide range of activities
and abilities of the children and young people and their families. This fairly low key
approach was implemented initially to ensure that the process did not put families
under increased pressure or stress and did not become a barrier to families applying
for funding.
Alongside the feedback form, the grant conditions which applicants sign up to requires
receipts to be submitted for the activities undertaken. This is important to ensure the
correct usage of the funding.
The Access Panel has continued to welcome feedback in other forms: emails, letters,
photographs and video clips are all received and welcomed on a regular basis. It is a
great pleasure to witness how the Access Fund has helped children and young people
with special educational needs and / or disabilities to build their skills and to play a
small part in their journey to reach their full potential.
Monitoring of the organisations receiving grants is more in-depth as it is the panel’s
view that they are better equipped to provide more detailed information, which helps to
inform how funding is achieving the goals envisaged. Organisations are asked how
they will build on the achievements of those attending events, activities or projects that
the funding has supported ensuring that progress for the children and young people
supported by the Access Fund is ongoing.
This year we have noted that children access the fund at a younger age. This is in part
due to earlier detection of special educational needs and disabilities. Sadly, despite
this, areas of funding help and support have reduced significantly, which makes the
Access Fund even more important as a means of support to families and organisations
providing activities to support them.
Complaints and suggestions are always seen as an important opportunity to improve
our service and are welcomed. Having said that, we have only received two complaints
in eight years, both have helped us to improve our procedures for applicants in a
positive way.

“It has been my privilege to Chair the Access
Panel for the past eight years. It has been an
absolute joy to see our young people blossom
over time and to play a small part in their
development. I remain humbled and inspired by
the determination and commitment of parents
and the enthusiasm and courage of our
children and young people.”
Alyson Hampshire,
Chairperson.
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Damian’s Story!

I met with Damian and his grandmother today. Damian continues to enjoy using the
gym. It is really important to him as he does not do / enjoy PE at school, and this is his
primary physical exercise. He knows the instructors and has a trust of them. Damian
told me that he is looking forward to using the “adult exercise machines” when he is
16, later on this year. He continues to use Eldon Square Leisure Centre.
Damian loves film and if there was a new film and the time to go he would go every
day. He is interested in and makes links with films and other experiences he has had
in his young life. He tells me in the fantasy and even in the story films he sees the
links with the games he plays on his consoles and online. Damian has been going
regularly now to Cineworld and like many he enjoys an ice cream at the cinema.
When he first started going he would not order or pay for his own ice cream, he now
has the confidence to the counter and speak with the staff and order his ice cream.
Damian is maturing , he is learning new skills and he is enjoying what he is doing and
there are many opportunities open to him if he can pursue these activities.
Paul Connolly, Social Worker, Children with Disabilities Team.

Dear Brian

A note from Jamie ……..

I just wanted to say thank you for the money you gave me so that I could
have riding lessons. It’s been great and I’ve reached level 2. I am learning
to steer the horse and trot. My favourite horse is Chester. He’s red with
white markings. I like stroking the horses. It always makes me feel happy
and calm.
Merry Christmas, Love Jamie.
Jamie’s mum had this to say: “The Access Fund let Jamie start horse riding lessons an opportunity we wouldn’t have otherwise been able to afford him. This has been a
really wonderful experience for Jamie and has been very therapeutic, especially as he
has been dealing with the extra stress of a new school start…… Jamie is keen to
continue learning to ride and we will try hard to build on the skills he has so far learnt.
A huge thanks to everyone at the Access Fund Team!”

Lucy’s Story!
The access fund has really helped Lucy experience life outside of both school and her
bedroom. If she wasn’t able to access the Famous 4-15 drama club she would be
more than happy to stay indoors at home as she is very anxious being out of her
comfort zone (to the point where she is so nervous she can be physically sick). Lucy
loves to act and sing and it is a great confidence boost for her to be able to do this.
She has also been able to form friendships with other mainstream children which not
only benefits Lucy but it also gives the other members of the group to experience and
converse with someone with autism which I think not only broadens Lucy’s
experiences but also those of her peers. Lucy loves the experience and can’t wait to
be there and especially when her pet pug was a star of the recent production in which
he played himself - Doug the Pug! Thank you all so much for supporting Lucy it has
really made a difference not only to her life but ours too.
Amanda and Martin

Evaluation & Our Journey Tree
The theme for the Access Fund this year has been: “enabling children and young
people to follow their own rainbow!” The Journey Tree was again used as an
evaluation tool at the Access Fund celebration event to help capture how the
funding had helped children, young people and their families. This year rainbows
were given to recipients to write upon any message they wished to share regarding
their experience or activity and enabling them to follow their own rainbow.
Alongside this we used an evaluation sheet this year to drill down to gather more
in-depth information. Not every family wished to complete an evaluation form but
from those who did the following information was collected.
These were found to be the areas that the grants had most supported the children
and young people:
Promote friendship and social skills

Focus behaviour positively

Develop fine ‘small’ movement and coordination
Develop gross skills and ‘big’ movement and coordination
Develop confidence to try new things

Reduce social anxiety

When asked to give three words to describe what the Access Fund had done for the
family, some of the most used words are listed below.
Inclusivity
Reduction in Stigma
Increased Understanding
Social Skills

Confidence Connection
Reduced Isolation
Opportunity

Happiness Safety
Increased Language
Belonging

When families were asked if the chosen activities helped their child or young
person develop in the area selected on a scale of 1 - 10 (10 being ‘made a
significant difference’ and 1 being ‘not at all’,) the average score was 8; When
asked on a scale of 1 - 10 if the activity benefited the family’s sense of well being
the average score was 8; When asked if the Access Fund had helped improve their
child’s quality of life, again on scale of 1 - 10 the average score was 8. 8 translated
as “definitely” for all three questions.
When asked if the funding helped the family use / access activities that otherwise
they would not of accessed 95% said Yes. When asked what feedback a family
would give about the activity undertaken, three options were given:
Accessible for your child: 70%; Responded to child’s needs: 70%; Adapted their
service where needed: 70%

“The Access fund helped Emma to continue riding for
another year. It improved her riding skills further as
well as gaining confidence and independence. Emma
is delighted to be able to continue riding; she says it
“Sets her free!”

The Access fund helped us to book swimming
lessons for my son ……….”I love swimming, it
makes me feel good and calm and I can learn to
swim……….” He loves the water, the water relaxes
him.
The Access Fund helped our Son to go to the gym to
exercise with the help of his younger sister (as
opposed to his parents.) This has helped him to
become more confident in different surroundings, be
healthier and fitter within himself and more
independent.
The Access Fund helped us to pay for piano lessons
for our daughter. This has helped our child to learn to
play the piano and feel confident in trying new things,
and improving her self-worth. She says: “It’s brilliant, I
love playing the piano and I can play it more now!”
“The Access fund helped our daughter to take riding
lessons. It helped her to be part of a community group
with her peers. It helped her to gain confidence, be
part of a group, gain independence and gain new life
skills. She says “I love riding horses, I feel free and
very proud of what I have learnt.” The Access fund has
enabled our daughter to gain new skills, be part of a
community group and follow her interest.
The fund has helped our son to go to Kickboxing, this
has helped him cope with his anger issues and deal
with his ADHD. He says “I love kickboxing. I am now a
brown belt and I have been doing it for 2 years.”
Thanks so much to the Access Fund.

Grace has been able to engage in activities with her
peers. She has experienced new social situations, this
has built her confidence, helped her to follow rules
and socially mix with her peers. Grace says “I love
horse riding. I feel excited and free when riding.”

The Access Fund has enabled us to start my son in
swimming lessons. This has helped him with his joint
pains and to learn. It helps his body to relax and has
helped with pain. It is great exercise for my child and
has been one of the best things to help the pain.
This has helped us a lot. We have been to the Fun
Shack where my son learned many new things and he
was very happy and active during his sessions. His
body language completely changed and he felt more
confidence. We are really thankful for this help - this is
extra support for our child to learn new things.
The fund gave our child the chance to go horse riding.
It helped our child to have fun and learn new skills and
develop other skills and enjoy his time. It helped our
child to be confident and more social and improved his
mental health. He loved the horses.
The Access fund has helped him to access leisure
activities in the community that were suitable for our
child and that gave us peace of mind that he is
learning invaluable life skills, build new friendships
outside of the school environment, increase his
confidence and teach him self-defence skills. My son
says “I like my lessons, they make me fit and strong
and super fit!” Thanks so much.
The Access Fund has helped my child to learn to swim
and access an out of school activity. He has learned to
swim but also gained confidence around water and
around new people. Without this fund I would not be
able to witness my boy’s confidence grow. Thank you!

Celebration
Event

Celebration Event
10th April 2019
The annual celebration day is always a hugely anticipated event. This year it took
place on Wednesday 10th April 2019 at Nunsmoor Centre, which is a fully
accessible venue for those in wheelchairs and those with mobility issues.
The event offered parents, carers and young people the opportunity to meet
together, share experiences and have fun. It also gave siblings the chance to meet
with other children and young people in similar situations and to share their
experiences. The children were able to enjoy the freedom and safety of the fully
accessible play area with wheelchair swing.
The celebration event enabled those organisations who had benefitted from the
fund to interact and connect with more families who might also benefit from their
services.
This year, children, young people and their families were able to benefit from a wide
range of activities as well as being able to find lots of useful information from the
information stalls as to what is available within the city, to support children and
young people with special educational needs and/or disabilities and their families.

The ‘big day’ dawned fine and bright, which is
always a great bonus. Activities this year included
Ping Pong and Pool, facilitated by Sports Connect;
Rainbow Arts and Crafts, facilitated by Arts Connect;
Junk Music; Animal Antics; Wireworks; Easter
Crafts; Cake and Gingerbread men decorating; Face
Painting; Smurf the Shetland Pony; The journey
Tree; Outdoor Play and a buffet lunch. Smurf,
complete with magical unicorn horn stole the show!!!!
We were extremely grateful to Councillor Joanne
Kingsland for opening the event and for all her
support of the Fund over the years. Sincere thanks
to all the facilitators including: Wireworks,
PLAYinNEWCASTLE, Arts Connect, Sports Connect, Animal Antics, Mini Pony Hire, The Junk Music Team and our regular Face Painter. Thanks also
to those organisations who brought information
along to share with the families: The Alan Shearer
Centre, Skills for People, Get Connected, The Newcastle Children with Disabilities Team and North
East Special Needs Network.
Bookmarks reminding our children and young
people to “follow their own rainbow!” were available
as a memento of the day.
For some who attended this was very much the
beginning of their journey, whilst others were
returning for their third or fourth year and to share
in their success is a great pleasure. To hear of their
progress is really heart warming. We share a sense
of pride in all of their achievements and celebrate
with them.
The children and young people are always the
stars of the event and we are humbled to play a
small part in their journey.
We are hugely grateful to all the members of the
Access Panel, trustees from Nunsmoor Centre
Trust, the Intensive Family Support Team and the
volunteers, without whom this event would not be
possible. Thank you for helping to make this a
joyful and happy event!

Artist: Sally Sourthern, ‘Arts Connect’
We watch with interest as our children
and young people continue to
“Follow their own Rainbow!”

